

    

   

	

[image: Ulster Unionist Party logo]

             

	

	
	
	
		
			 
		

	

	
	
	
		
                 


	Home 



	News Archive






                  










		
                
                 


	Home 



	News Archive






  










              




	


    
	
	

                                News Archive>Latest News




                

		
		
		
		

		
                    
		

		
	

	
	

	

                
		

                       
Ulster Unionist Party launches arts policy paper 



            Mar 30, 2016
                        Posted in: General
    




    The Ulster Unionist Party has today launched a policy paper looking at the future of the arts.   The paper is the latest in a series outlining the Party’s vision for Northern Ireland.   

Party Leader, Mike Nesbitt said:

“The arts matter. I cannot think of a civilisation in the history of mankind that has flourished without cherishing artistic endeavour. I do not wish to live in a society that is purely functional. I understand how art and creativity enhances lives. I want our artistic superstars recognised on a par with their sporting equals.

“I accept we are enduring financially challenging times. That is not an excuse to starve the arts.

“I understand and support the drive by our universities to promote links with the business sector. The success of spin-off companies is a cause for celebration and a core driver of economic growth. But I am also concerned that the search for the next Frank Pantridge is not matched by an equally enthusiastic pursuit for the next Seamus Heaney; the next Allen McClay paired with the next F E McWilliam, the next Harry Ferguson with the next Brian Friel. Artistic excellence must be a goal in its own right if we are to do justice to our esteemed international reputation.

“This policy document is a token of the commitment the modern Ulster Unionist Party places in the arts. Like sports, we have practitioners of international renown and a grass roots movement of the many who simply enjoy participation. We must cherish all.”

 You can download the paper (PDF) here: The Arts
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